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40 participants from Green youth organisations,  international  organisations,  academia and the media 
explored the topic of Migration. Here can be found summarized conclusions of their work:

STATEMENT

Human life must be valued equally, regardless of legal status. Coexistence and active support for migrant 
narratives is necessary for increased cooperation, communication and solidarity in Europe. In this context 
causes of migration should be acknowledged and addressed, particularly colonialism and foreign and 
economic policy

Rights of migrants

We demand the rights of migrants be respected, regardless of their official legal status. All migrants must 
have access to health care, the labour market and education, especially language training. The necessary 
measures must be taken in order to prevent migrants from being exploited by employers - migrants must 
benefit  from the same labour rights as citizens. Formal and non-formal education should be used to 
create platforms for interaction and to support  migrant narratives.  We call  for adequate and humane 
housing conditions. The only criteria for migrants who wish to apply for citizenship should be a short  
period of stay and basic working knowledge of an official language. The financial burden of applying for 
citizenship should not be an impediment.

Migration and the rise of the far right

Societal problems arising from inequality and the economic crisis are being blamed on migration. The far 
right hijacked the narrative on migration and has had a disproportionate influence on migration policy. 
Alarmingly, some actors on the political left have copied the far right's rhetoric. We need to engage with 
people who consider the far right as a political movement voicing their concerns. Parts of the media has 
propagated  myths  and  stereotypes  surrounding  migration  -  this  needs  to  change!  We  advocate 
migrant-led narratives in  traditional  and social  media  and promoting responsible  human-rights  based 
journalism. 

Demilitarised border management

Borders that are managed by armed forces generate violence towards migrants as they are perceived as 
the  enemy.  Cases  of  using  lethal  violence  against  people  crossing  borders  show  a  fundamental 
contradiction with the human rights obligations of the European Union and European states. We call for 
de-militarization,  transferring tasks of  the military  to  civil  initiatives and  regulating borders  humanely. 
There is an urgent need for an EU search and rescue operation in the Mediterranean. 

Solidarity and responsibility for refugees

We demand a unified system for accepting refugees all over EU territory. European Union and European 
states should recognise that asylum seekers have the right to apply for refugee status in the country of 
their choice abolishing the unfair Dublin Regulation III.  Asylum seekers must not be detained. The cost 
should be shared proportionally between Member States. A fair system of assessing the qualifications for 
protection should be applied equally throughout Europe. This system should be monitored by civil society 
organisations and an ombudsperson for this purpose. Re-settlement of refugees to the EU and issuance  
of humanitarian visas should be increased to meet the global need for asylum. The EU should encourage 
other countries to also address this need.

Conclusion

There is a clear need for continuing to work on these topics at different levels of European youth work in 
order for us to solve the burning issues related to migration. We consider this an essential part of the  
European project, as its current manifestation does not correspond to a Europe based on human rights.


